Parkland College
Prospectus 2016

The Prospectus

9-14-2016

Prospectus, September 14, 2016
Parkland College
Peter Floess
Scott Wells
Matthew D. Moss

Follow this and additional works at: https://spark.parkland.edu/prospectus_2016
Part of the Journalism Studies Commons, and the Mass Communication Commons
Open access to this Book is brought to you by Parkland College's institutional repository, SPARK: Scholarship at Parkland. For more information,
please contact spark@parkland.edu.

thePROSPECTUS

WEDNESDAY

September 14, 2016
Volume 11, Number 4

Community |
Parkland Theatre

Campus |
Profiles of Parkland

Sports |
Fitness Center

Getting ready for
“First Lady Suite”

Get to know Ruthie
Counter

Page 3

Page 2

Hours expanded
to seven days per
week
Page 4

HUMANS
Ben Boltinghouse

Photo by Scott Wells | The
Prospectus
Scott Wells
Staﬀ Writer

Photo by Zonghui Li | The Prospectus
Prisoner rights activist Francis Ssuubi of Uganda speaks at Parkland College on Friday, Sept. 9.

Solar panels to be installed
on Parkland building
Peter Floess
Staﬀ Writer
The power of the
sun is to be harnessed
by the Parkhill Applied
Technology
Center
with the installation of
a solar panel array on
the roof in November.
The
array
will
provide a source of
renewable
energy
to
the
powerintensive T building,
complementing but not
entirely supplanting its
necessary input from
the public electricity
grid.
Half the cost of
installation is to be paid
by the Illinois Clean
Energy
Community
Foundation,
and
additional funding for
the project came from
the nonprofit Individual
Development
and
Educational
Assessment in the
form of grants.
Thor
Peterson,
sustainability
coordinator
at
Parkland, says that
given the Illinois Clean
Energy
Community
Foundation grant, and
electricity prices stay
the same, “the system
should pay for itself in
about 10 years.”
“If electricity prices
increase, which is a
very likely scenario,
the
payback
time
will be even shorter,”
Petersen says. “Given
that
systems
like

these easily last 20
years, [and] systems
installed in the 1970s
are still functioning
today,
Parkland
should be receiving
environmental
and
financial benefits from
this system for decades
into the future.”
Solar panels produce
energy through the
photovoltaic
effect,
which as the National
Aeronautics and Space
Administration’s
website
describes
is
a
phenomenon
through which an
electric current is
generated
by
an
object simply through
its exposure to light.
Space programs are
prolific users of solar
energy, as it is a clean
and reliable source of
power that requires
no
highly-explosive
fuel or dangerouslyradioactive
nuclear
generators. It does,
of course, require
a
powerful
light
source, which may
not be available if a
spacecraft is hidden
from the sun by
another object.
It
goes
without
saying the same applies
to solar panels on
earth; if it is nighttime
or very cloudy, their
effectiveness drops to
nil.
Using
this
photovoltaic effect, the
panels will produce at
most about 25 kilowatts

of power.
“The
proposed
system consists of 72
panels rated at 345
watts apiece,” he said.
“A kilowatt is 1,000
watts, and is a measure
of energy passing
through the system
at a point in time, or
the potential energy
production rate of a
device.”
To measure the
amount of power a
device is using over a
given period of time,
the unit of kilowatt
hours, or kWh, is used.
This unit is simply the
amount of kilowatts
running through a
system multiplied by

the number of hours it
is running. This is how
electricity companies
figure up how much to
charge a customer..
Petersen gives the
example of a “100watt lightbulb that’s
consumes 100 watts
of energy when it
is turned on. If it is
operated for an hour, it
has consumed 100 watthours of electricity.
If it is operated for 10
hours, it has consumed
one kilowatt hour of
electricity.”
The
average
American household
in 2014 used 911 kWh
per month, or 10,932
kWh for that year,

according to the U.S.
Energy Information
Administration.
The Illinois average
was slightly less at
745 kWh per month
and the average
Illinoisan consumer
saw a monthly bill of
around $89, sitting
below the national
average cost of $114.
Petersen says that
Parkland
College
calculated the array
would
generate
36,716 kilowatt hours
each year.
Jim
Bustard,
director of Parkland’s
Physical Plant, says
SEE SOLAR PAGE 2

The Parkhill ATC’s neighbor, the Tony Noel Agricultural Technologies
Applications Center, already has a suite of solar panels installed on its
roof, providing the building with a source of clean renewable power.

Ben Boltinghouse is a
member of Parkland’s Public
Safety team, serving in
the new position of college
relations officer.
Boltinghouse served as a
police officer in the Decatur
for approximately a year prior
to coming to Parkland three
and a half years ago. Not only
is his position new to him, but
it is new to Parkland as well.
“The
college
relations
officer has a variety of
responsibilities, but they
all boil down to community
engagement,” he said.
The new position will impact
both students and staff.
“The goal is that the position
will
facilitate
enriched
interaction
between
the
Public Safety office and both
the college and community
at large,” he said. “Trust is
something that is built over
time, and I hope that in time my
office in U138 will be known as
a safe space for someone who
needs help or just someone to
talk to. I have an open door
policy for any student, staff,
or visitor needs.”
Boltinghouse says he always
looks forward to the upcoming
term.
“Every year that goes by
the freshmen keep getting
younger. At the start of
every semester it’s exciting
to see people on the verge of
discovering what their futures
will hold,” he said.
Born just outside of
Cincinnati, Boltinghouse grew
up in Champaign. A graduate
of the University of Illinois, he
studied both political science
and Spanish. There, he met his
wife whom he married after
they graduated.
He hopes to further develop
the role of college relations
officer and potentially move
up the ladder in Parkland’s
police department.
“For now I’m going to focus
on completing the goals of the
position and strengthening
the relationship between
the community and the
department,” he said. “I’ve
also just completed my MBA
in applied management, and
SEE HUMANS PAGE 3
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Profiles of Parkland: Ruthie Counter
Matt Moss
Editor
Ruthie Counter is the
singular writer for the
marketing department and a
communications instructor at
Parkland.
She summarized growing
up in Gary, Ind. as “lovely,”
saying it was much nicer than
what it is today, comparing
its current state to the urban
decay facing Detroit.
“It was not like it is now,”
she said. “It was a fine town.
[…] We would hang out on the
street, play ball—it was just
one of those neighborhoods
where
everybody
knew
everyone.”
She says her fondest
memory from her childhood
was a tree at her home with
peculiar beans that appealed
to her “little girl” self.
“The tree had these weird
seeds, and they looked just
like string beans. When I
was a kid, I would just pull
‘beans’ off and cook them,”
she said, barely restraining
her laughter. “Somehow, I
just knew not to eat them, but
it was fun.”
At Butler University, she
earned her two degrees in
journalism and French. While
she went to Butler for its
journalism program, she had
taken four years of French
during her high school tenure
and continued in the field at
college.
She says her daughter, who
had also taken four years of
French and had travelled to
Belgium—which has French,
German, or Dutch as official
tongues—is
more
fluent
in French than she is, but
that doesn’t stop them from
occasionally conversing in
the language.
“When
we’re
home,
sometimes we talk. […] We
just have these conversations
in French,” she said.
In 1987, she found herself in
Champaign-Urbana to pursue
more French programs at
the University of Illinois.
However, she had a rather
unfortunate end to her many
years of French studies.
“I got all the way up to the
end, and because I wasn’t
fluent I froze in the final test,”
she said. “I had been talking
to all these people and I didn’t
have a problem, but because

I had a fear of […] the person
who was giving the exam I
didn’t pass it.”
She said she had good
grades throughout college
and it wasn’t a matter of not
understanding the material.
Instructors who knew this
would express dissatisfaction
with the situation and search
for a way to rectify it, but
she accepted it was the way
things were.
“I was like, ‘Well, I froze,
what was going to happen—
he couldn’t just give me the
grade,’” she said.
Nevertheless, by no means
was her tenure at the U of I a
bust; it was during her time
there she met her husband,
whom she married in 1993.
The next year, she began
to put her journalism
degree to use, working
at a local newspaper. But
within a couple years she
became disheartened with
newspaper work, saying the
focus seemed more on selling
papers and less on honesty
and factual reporting. She
cited an instance of an
editor disliking an article
she had written because it
didn’t include irrelevant and
personal information that
would make it more ‘juicy.’
She has also been a victim
of discrimination in the
C-U community. “Let’s just
say, I stood waiting at one
longtime local restaurant
but was never served because
of my color,” she said.
She experienced similar
instances of prejudice during
her time as a cub reporter at
a local paper. For instance,
she recalled enduring racial
slurs
from
a
white
photographer whilst en route
to covering a story; at other
times, she felt isolated in the
workplace.
“When you have to convince
yourself to go to work every
day, that’s not a job you want
to be at,” she said. “I had to
sit on the side of my bed and
convince myself to go to work
for a while.”
She subsequently left the
paper. Around that time, her
daughter was born.
Within the next few years,
she worked with special
education at the Unit 4 school
district, in civil service with
the Urbana Public Library,
and as a public relations
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SOLAR
the solar panels are bolted
to specially designed frames
that are sitting on top of the
roof. The frames are ballasted
in place so that high winds do
not disrupt the orientation of
the panels.
The array is the brainchild
of Gregory Walburg, a
construction
management
instructor.
In 2014, Walburg organized
the installation of the 45 kW
solar panel array on the roof
of the Tony Noel Agricultural
Technology
Applications
Center. In the future, he hopes
that Parkland will build an
array for the main campus,
as well.
The panels will also have
educational benefits for the
Applied Technology Center.
“[The array] will have
advanced
energy
data
tracking
and
display
capabilities, with an online
dashboard that will allow
users to drill into the real time,
minute-by-minute
energy
production of individual solar
panels within the array,”
Petersen says.
Walburg says students can
study the different amounts
of solar energy that can
be generated in different
seasons. He’s also hoping
students will learn about solar
energy and sustainably in
general from the photovoltaic
array.

Photo by Matt Moss | The Prospectus
writer for Christie Clinic. The
birth of her son, however, saw
her leave the working world
for about five years, although
she did continue freelance
writing and editing for the U
of I’s Center for Prevention
Research and Development.
When her kids were old
enough to go to school, she
decided to reenter the job
market with a writer position
at Parkland’s marketing
department, which she first
filled nearly 14 years ago.
Originally, she entered to
the position part time and
resisted a move to full time
due to her duties as a mother.
Once her kids grew older and
the position changed to full
time, she decided to stay on
as the department’s only staff
writer, where she remains
today.
She
is also a
part-time
instructor
at
Parkland,
her

HUMANS
eventually
would
like to obtain a
supervisory position
within the police
department.”
When Boltinghouse
isn’t helping keep
our campus safe,
he enjoys spending
time with his baby
daughter, and he is

a fan of many
podcastsincluding
“Revisionist
History,”
“Common Sense
with Dan Carlin,”
and
“Denzel
Washington is the
Greatest Actor of
All Time Period.”

Prospectus News
is now mobile!

Find the latest news, photos galleries,
and more right on your phone
prospectusnews.com

experience in journalism,
marketing,
and
public
relations giving her the
knowledge to teach writing
communications
classes.
Because she didn’t have a
master’s in her field, she
had to co-teach for a few
years before earning such
a degree in marketing and
communication
online
through Franklin University
in Ohio.
Because
her
primary
job is with the marketing
department, she only has
time to teach a single course,
which this semester is COM
105: Basic News Writing. She
has volunteered to teach over
her lunch break.
She shows interest in
transitioning into being a fulltime instructor, despite at

first being hesitant about the
very idea of teaching at all.
“I didn’t realize I would
enjoy teaching as much as
I did,” she said. “I do enjoy
both equally well, but I think
I lean a little more [toward
teaching].”
She expects to remain at
Parkland for the foreseeable
future.
She is an optimist who
maintains a positive view of
her life and the experiences
therein.
“I really enjoy working
here,” she says. “I have
enjoyed all aspects of the
writing and teaching. […] I
have some fabulous children.
It’s been a great life.”
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First Lady Suite to Open
Parkland Theatre 20162017 Season
CHAMPAIGN,
Ill.
— Parkland College
Theatre opens its 20162017 show season Oct.
6 with the musical First
Lady Suite by Michael
John LaChiusa.
First
Lady
Suite
features an evening of
four chamber musicals,
ranging from riotously
funny to hauntingly
lyrical, focusing on the
lives of four first ladies
of the United States
and the women who
surround them. The
first ladies are Eleanor
Roosevelt,
Mamie
Eisenhower,
Bess
Truman, and Jacqueline
Bouvier Kennedy.
Stephen Fiol directs

a cast of campus and
community
players
including
Stephanie
Swearingen,
Mindy
Smith, Kari Croop,
Diane Pritchard, Phillip
Meadows,
Nicole
Morgan,
Tafadzwa
Diener, Kenzie Dodds,
Philip
Meadows,
Christine
Mayer,
Diane Pritchard, Malia
Andrus, Mary Ellison,
and Lauren Deppe. Kat
Downs is the music
director.
The New York Times
describes First Lady
Suite as being “all
about flights of fantasy,
literally and figuratively.
[…]Mamie Eisenhower
travels
backward
in time. Jacqueline
Kennedy
travels

forward in time. Eleanor
Roosevelt, circling over
Washington at night in
Amelia Earhart’s plane,
remains in the present,
perhaps.”
Performances
take
place
on
Parkland
Theatre’s Second Stage
Oct. 6, 7, 8, 14, 15, 21
and 22 at 7:30 p.m. and
Oct. 16 and 23 at 3 p.m.
Tickets are $15 for
adults, $13 for students
and seniors (65+), $9
for youth 12 and under
and $11 for organized
groups of 15 or more.
Opening night (Oct. 6) is
half-price night.
To make reservations,
visit www.parkland.edu/
theatre or call the show
hotline at 217-351-2528.

Apple to show off new iPhones and maybe new
ways to listen
Brandon Bailey
AP Technology Writer
SAN
FRANCISCO
(AP) — Apple is
expected to show off
new iPhones, an updated
smartwatch — and
maybe some new gear
for listening to both —
during its annual fall
product launch event
Wednesday.
Hard-core Apple fans
will be watching closely
for details about the
newest features coming
to Apple’s gadgets, from
a widely anticipated
dual-lens camera for
the iPhone to a rumored
GPS sensor in the Apple
Watch.
But even casual users
of consumer technology
may be interested to see
if Apple follows through
on reports that it’s
eliminating the iPhone’s
analog headphone jack,
since that could pave
the way for a big shift
in the way people listen
to digital music.
Getting rid of the
traditional analog jack
means future iPhone
owners
will
need
earbuds or headphones
that use a digital
connection,
either
through a wireless
signal like Bluetooth
or a cord that fits in
the same port used for
recharging the device.
Apple may ship the
next iPhones with an
adapter that lets older
headsets plug into the
charging port. Tech
blogs and industry
analysts say Apple is
also working on new
headsets that fit the
iPhone’s
“Lightning”
power port, and possibly
new “Air Buds” that
use a Bluetooth-like
wireless signal.

IPHONE
INCREMENTAL
CHANGES

7:

Aside from some
new colors, the new
iPhones aren’t expected
to look much different
from the models Apple
has been selling since
2014, which include a
standard model with a
4.7-inch screen and a
“Plus” version with a
5.5-inch screen.
Analysts say Apple
is
departing
from
its
usual
two-year
development cycle and
won’t announce a major
revamp of its signature
smartphone this year.
Despite a recent dip
in iPhone sales, most
Apple watchers don’t
expect a big overhaul
until 2017, the 10th
anniversary of the first
iPhone’s release.
Even so, the new
phones are expected
to come with faster
processors,
more
memory and better
cameras
—
an
upgraded lens for the
standard iPhone and a
new dual-lens system
for the Plus model
that promises better
“zoom” capabilities and
improved performance
in low lighting.
Analysts say the
new Apple Watch will
also have some new
features, including a
GPS sensor that can be
used with exercise apps
and other services. But
despite reports that
Apple has been working
on giving the watch its
own cellular capability
— meaning it wouldn’t
need to be paired with
an iPhone — analysts
say that’s unlikely to
come this year.
Apple
is
also

expected to announce
the dates when the new
models will go on sale,
along with its timetable
for releasing the next
major upgrades to the
software for iPhones,
iPads, the Apple Watch,
Apple TV and Mac
computers.

HEADPHONE
DILEMMA

Though
it
might
not seem dramatic,
eliminating the 3.5
millimeter headphone
jack
would
be
controversial. On the
plus side, it could let
Apple make the iPhone
slightly thinner and
possibly waterproof; it
might also free up space
for other components.
And some enthusiasts
say a digital connection
provides better audio
quality.
But critics are already
complaining that the
old analog headphones
worked better than
most wireless headsets,
which can be clunky to
set up and sometimes
randomly drop their
connections.
Most
existing
headphones
won’t
plug into the iPhone’s
charging port without
an adapter. And it isn’t
clear how you’d plug in
your headset if you’re
already charging your
phone.
For many people,
listening to music and
watching video — not
to mention making
the occasional phone
call — constitutes one
of the main uses for a
smartphone.
Along with the new
iPhones, some analysts
expect
Apple
use
today’s event to promote
new gear from Beats

Photo by Richard Drew | AP Photo
This Sept. 2, 2016, photo shows the earphone jack and charging port on an
Apple iPhone 6, in New York. Apple is getting ready to unveil new iPhones
on Wednesday, Sept. 7. With experts predicting few big changes from last
year’s models, speculation has focused on Apple’s rumored decision to
eliminate the iPhone’s traditional headphone jack. It isn’t clear what kind
of hardware the company will promote instead, but the answer could be a
hint at some of Apple’s future plans.
Electronics, the highend headphone maker
that Apple acquired two
years ago for $3 billion.

APPLE VERSUS OLD
TECH

Apple has a history
of
preemptively
doing away with older
technologies,
often
prompting lamentations
from users — at least
until they got used to it.
Co-founder Steve Jobs
famously decided the
first iMacs didn’t need a
floppy disk drive in 1998,
years before Windows
PCs
followed
suit.
Later, he made waves
by selling MacBooks
without a CD drive or
even a traditional hard
drive.
More
recently,
Apple made millions
of old power cords
incompatible
by
replacing the 30-pin

FACT: Figs only bear fruit because of
fig wasps, which mate and die inside of
the fruit. Young females crawl out and
find a new fig to lay eggs in. During this
lifecycle, they pollinate the seeds inside
of the fruit.

charging port on older
iPhones
and
iPads
with the much smaller
Lightning port in 2012.
Some of Apple’s rivals
are also moving away
from the headphone
jack. Already this year,
Lenovo’s
Motorola
division and Chinese
smartphone
maker
LeEco have released
phones without analog
audio jacks, relying
instead on cords that
plug into a new digital
port known as USB-C.
“The
market
is
changing,” said Jim
Thiede, head of global
product marketing at
Motorola, who expects
to see a number
of
manufacturers
producing
“USB-C
headphones, earbuds
and what have you”
over the next three to
six months.

OUR
FUTURE

WIRELESS

Some believe Apple’s
real goal is to move
people away from cords
and plugs altogether.
Apple has already cut
the number of ports on
its latest MacBooks,
encouraging owners to
use wireless features
like Apple’s AirDrop
and AirPlay for sharing
files or streaming music
and video, he noted.
If more iPhone owners
use wireless headsets,
they may also be likely
to try streaming music
or
other
services
wirelessly from the
Apple
Watch,
said
Carolina Milanesi, a
mobile tech analyst
at the research firm
Creative Strategies.
That may be part of
Apple’s longer term
plan, she added.
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Parkland’s fitness center expands hours

Photo by Scott Wells | The Prospectus
The fitness center has hours of operation seven days a week, excluding holidays, during the semester. The center is available to Parkland students,
employees, and community members enrolled in fitness center courses.

Parkland College Alumni Art,
Design Exhibit opens Sept. 26
Exhibit: Monday, September
26–Saturday, November 5,
Giertz Gallery
Reception: September 29,
5–7 p.m., gallery lounge,
with welcoming remarks
by President Tom Ramage
and gallery talk by Chris
Berti and Joan Stolz, 6
p.m.; music by the Parkland
Guitar Ensemble
Additional Programming:
Closing
Reception:
Saturday, November 5,
noon–2 p.m., with gallery
talk by Barry Blinderman, 1
p.m.
Gallery Talk by Don Lake and
Jack Ekstrom: Thursday,
October 27, 6 p.m.

Photo by Scott Wells | The Prospectus
Sociology major Carson Church works out at the Parkland
fitness center on Aug. 26, 2016. The center has cardio
equipment, strength training equipment, and an upper
level walking track available for use.

Artist: The Hunna. Song added to the WPCD Rotation: You & Me

CHAMPAIGN, Ill. — Works
by Parkland College Art and
Design alumni will feature in
an exhibition at the college’s
Giertz Gallery beginning
Sept. 26.
The contemporary art
juried exhibition, “Parkland
College 50th: Art and Design
Alumni Exhibition”, will
run through Nov. 5. Curator
for the exhibit is Barry
Blinderman,
director
of
the University Galleries of
Illinois State University.
Giertz Gallery Director
Lisa Costello said the show
provides an opportunity to
celebrate Parkland’s 50th
anniversary and share the
past with many familiar
faces.
“It has been terrific to
receive calls and emails
about the exhibit from
former students and to hear
the impact Parkland has
made in their lives,” she
remarked. “I am looking
forward to seeing their work
in the exhibition, hosting the
reception, and attending our
additional exhibit programs,
including the gallery talk by
retired faculty members Jack
Ekstrom and Don Lake. Both
of them taught in Parkland’s
Art and Design Program and
were critical in the college’s

formative years.”
Participating artists include
Jodi Adams, Jenny Barrett,
Jason Bentley, Jess Beyler,
Jennifer Bonilla-Edgington,
Daniel
Bornt,
Taylor
Braasch, Felicia Breen, Cindy
Carlson, Marsha Daniels,
Sabrina
Donnelly,
Kyle
Dunn, Christopher Evans,
Jeff Evans, Bob Fish, Jacob
Foran, Viktoria Ford, Todd
Frahm, Julio Gaytan, Megan
Hinds, Sarah Holt, Michael
Hughes, Sandra Hynds, Eric
Inskip, Siti Mariah Jackson,
Dusten
Jenkins,
Lauren
Jenkins, Judy Jones, Jan
Kappes, Lisa Kesler, Bruce
Kloth, Patricia Knowles, Rick
Larimore, Paula McCarty,
Ann McDowell, Lawrence
McGown, Michèle Miller,
Charlie Mitsdarfer, Patricia
Monigold, Georgia Morgan,
Amanda Mulcahy, Jason
Patterson, Ruta Rauber, Laura
Reiss, Rebecca Renwick, Ann
Rund, Barbara Ryan, Judy
Seyb, Shaheen Shorish, Emily
Sur, Bonnie Switzer, Michael
Thomas, Yu Wang, Rosalind
Faiman Weinberg, Charles
Wisseman, Sarah Wisseman,
Shania Wright, and Michael
Zachay.
During
the
closing
reception, Saturday, Nov. 5 at
1 p.m., Blinderman will speak
about his career as a curator of
contemporary art, educator,
and essayist. As director of
University Galleries since
1987, Blinderman curated the
first U.S. museum surveys
for
David
Wojnarowicz,
Michelle Grabner, Martin
Wong, Jane Dickson, Keith
Haring, Siebren Versteeg,
Jeanne
Dunning,
Tony
Tasset, and others. He has

received grants from the
National Endowment for the
Arts, Lannan Foundation,
Andy Warhol Foundation
for the Visual Arts, Illinois
Arts
Council,
and
the
Elizabeth Firestone Graham
Foundation. His most recently
curated exhibitions include
“Hard Love”, at Martos
Gallery in New York (2016);
“Walter Robinson: Paintings
and Other Indulgences”, at
University Galleries and
The Galleries at Moore
College of Art and Design
in Philadelphia (2014-2016);
and “Judy Glantzman: Face
to Face” (2013), University
Galleries.
All
events
in
the
handicapped-accessible
gallery are free and open to
the public. Fall gallery hours
are Monday–Thursday, 10
a.m.–7 p.m. and Saturday
noon–2 p.m.
Giertz Gallery is located
at 2400 W. Bradley Ave. in
Champaign, Illinois, on the
Parkland College campus. To
find the gallery when classes
are in session, the staff
suggests using the M parking
lots. Enter through door
X7, turn left, and follow the
ramps uphill to the highest
point on the first floor, where
the gallery is located. The
gallery windows overlook the
outdoor fountain area.
This exhibit is partially
supported by a grant from
the Illinois Arts Council,
a state agency. For more
information,
call
Lisa
Costello, gallery director, at
217/351-2485 or visit online at
parkland.edu/gallery.

